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and August he offered him money, an army of thirty thousand
men, and the French fleet. The French troops would enforce
discipline and loyalty upon the English Army, and together
they could certainly crush all resistance to the royal will.
James, partly from patriotic pride in the independence
of his country, partly from fear of the resentment which
a French alliance would arouse among his subjects, and
under the advice of Sunderland, made light of his own
dangers and dallied with the French offers. He was
still absorbed in his electioneering plans to produce by
hook or by crook a House of Commons favourable to the
repeal of the Test Act. All prospect of this would be
swept away by an outbreak of war, the announcement
of a French alliance or the arrival of French troops. On
September 2 Louis, with large armies straining at the leash,
and compelled by the military situation, resolved to bring
matters to a head. He delivered through his Ambassador at
The Hague an ultimatum to the Dutch Republic. It was
declared that William's military preparations were a menace
to England : that " friendship and alliance " existed between
England and France, and that any enterprise undertaken by
the Dutch against England would involve an immediate
French declaration of war on Holland.
This violent step defeated its own object in both the
countries affected. The States-General were enraged by the
menace. James, in the utmost embarrassment at the declara-
tion, publicly repudiated all idea of an alliance. The rejection
of his aid not only offended Louis; it aroused his sus-
picions. It was so contrary to James's vital interests that it
seemed explicable only by some secret arrangement between
James and William, or between Sunderland and the States-
General. The irresolute, shifting policy of the English
Government lent colour to the belief in Holland that it was
tied to France, and in France that it was tied to Holland. At
any rate, the die was cast. Louis abandoned the hope of
procuring England as an ally; he must be content with seeing
her, as he believed and trusted, torn by a savage civil war
in which William would be involved, and during which